Coronal approach for the replacement of the condylar head in bilateral temporomandibular joint ankylosis: report of three cases.
Limitation of mouth opening has long been the chief complaint for patients who suffer from temporomandibular joint (TMJ) ankylosis. For surgical treatment of this disease, several ways have been employed for access to the condylar fossa, including the preauricular, postauricular, perimeatal, endaural and Risdon approaches. In this article, we report three patients with bilateral TMJ ankylosis who underwent replacement of both condylar heads using the bicoronal approach. The advantages demonstrated with this surgical technique are ease of access to the condylar head, ideal surgical exposure field, utility of temporalis muscle and fascia and minimal risk of facial paralysis.